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Gratitude for 24 great years
We say a grateful and bittersweet farewell to Don and 
Colleen Frampton after Don's 24 years as senior pastor.
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News in Brief | pages 4-5 Moving here 24 years ago was a trip, pun intended!  
To begin with, instead of using a moving company we opted to move ourselves, renting 

a truck, lining up a crew of three men, and setting aside several days for loading and travel.    
Bright and early the first day, I backed up a 24-foot U-Haul to the front door of our 

house. The company had assured me that a truck of this length would be more than 
adequate for our needs. The men got right to work, assuring us that they knew exactly what they were doing. 
Around noon, however, we began to wonder. The U-Haul was already jam packed and we still had three rooms 
to go. The worst part, however, was that, to our consternation, the truck was tilting slightly to the left; our 
“experienced” crew had loaded our upright piano on one side neglecting to counterbalance it. I pointed this 
out, and this is what Lonnie Steele, the head of the crew, said: “You know, Reverend, it’s been awhile since I last 
moved somebody…but it’s all coming back to me now.” It was a long day.  

Nevertheless, we somehow got everything packed, and early the following day shoved off in a truly comical 
caravan consisting of the original truck (now with a trailer), a second truck which we had to get the afternoon 
before, and our two cars. We were a cross between the Joads of The Grapes of Wrath and The Beverly Hillbillies. I 
am convinced that the only way we completed the 800-mile journey safe, sound, and in one piece was the grace 
of God.      

In hindsight, though, the whole spectacle proved to be rather emblematic of our 24 years together as 
pastor and people, for I am equally sure that the only way we have completed our 24-year journey, and with 
such a sense of fulfillment, is also by the grace of God. From our earliest days we have been caught up in an 
exciting, indeed enviable, adventure in faithful witness and service. God has continually blessed us with golden 
opportunities and bountiful resources, has directed our paths, and has faithfully walked with us every step of 
the way. Periodically, especially when tempted to become self-serving, we would get back on track by simply 
remembering that we are a church, and churches are in the business of mission. Consequently, even as we have 
sought annually to provide thoughtful Christian education, quality Reformed worship, and music second to 
none, “Benevolences” – the dollars we spend on others – have always been a priority for us. I believe that our 
highest joy, if not greatest pride, may be derived from this truth.   

As I now retire from 24 years here at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church, and 37 years as Minister of 
Word and Sacrament, I would humbly thank you for the singular opportunity to be your pastor. It has been a 
glorious journey, and Colleen and I will never forget it.  

Finally, beloved, whatever is true and honorable and just, whatever is pure and pleasing and commendable, if there 
is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think on these things. (Philippians 4:8)

And the grace of Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen!

DON FRAMPTON
SENIOR PASTOR
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A NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR
Chris Hazlaris will join SCAPC in May as the new Director of Youth 
and Young Adults!
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News IN BRIEF
ADEN:
Aging adults
Dining together
Engaging in activities
Nurtured with care

“Camaraderie.” I asked our Aden 
group what word best describes the 
Aden Program and camaraderie explains 
our time together on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. The people around the table, 
ages 80-101, shared that they like coming 
because they have all lived different lives 
and can get out of the house and enjoy 
each other’s company. Sena said this 
is the closest group she belongs to and 
Chuck likes that we sit around a table 
enjoying laughter and getting 
to know each other.  

Before the holidays 
we celebrated three 
birthdays – Sena’s, 
Adelle’s and Betty’s, 
although Betty takes 
the cake since she’s 
101! We’ve also already 
this year enjoyed a comfortable 
afternoon on the porch, learned about 
Pastor Harry’s hobby, had sing-alongs with 
Jenny and her ukulele, and have finished 
crosswords together almost every day!  

We have room for at least two more 
participants and always enjoy church 
members and friends who share time 
with us. Contact Program Director 
Adelle Bergman with questions or to 
help: aden@scapc.org or 504-962-9027.

Okra Abbey featured in Synod Folk
From Synod Folk, a publication of 

the Synod of the Sun 
For persons with green thumbs, a 

garden might very much be 
like a sanctuary and toil-
ing in the soil would be 
very much like worship. 
For the people of Okra 
Abbey in New Orleans, 
the garden is their 
church, and the meal 
they share is their sacra-
mental worship.

 Okra Abbey is a New Worshipping 

Community of the Presbytery of South 
Louisiana and the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A). And while vegetables grow in 
colorful planters, the mission is 
far beyond just food.

 “Our mission really 
isn’t growing veg-
etables, it just hap-
pens to be the tool 
through which we 
do community devel-
opment and church,” 
said Rev. Hannah Quick, 
Organizing Pastor and Executive Direc-
tor of Okra Abbey. “Our hope is to bring 
people together and to take care of both 
their spiritual needs and physical needs. 
The garden is just the resource that we 

have at the moment. It may be that 
the garden goes away tomorrow, 
but we can still find a way to hope-
fully bring people together and to 
do church, caring for people and our 

community.”
 On Wednesdays at Noon, Okra Ab-

bey hosts a program called Grace and 
Greens that brings people together in 
the Pigeon Town neighborhood of New 
Orleans for a meal..

 Read the full article on Okra Abbey 
at: http://www.synodsun.org/synod-folk.

Rebuilding Hope Mission Trip 
to Panama City

Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans 
(RHINO) is planning a “Rebuilding Hope 
Mission Trip” to assist with Hurricane 
Michael recovery in Panama City, 
FL, both for members of SCAPC and 
members of the community. 

Three months after the deadly 
hurricane slammed many communities 
along the Florida panhandle, many towns 

are still devastated. We are looking for 
participants to join the trip scheduled 
over the week of March 25-31. No 
construction experience is necessary. 
We’ll be working with homeowners 
to gut and to repair their homes as 

our skills allow. You can choose to join 
us for the full week or join up with the 
group as your schedule allows. For more 
information or to get involved, contact 

Tim Shipkin at 504-897-0101 x111 or 
rhino@scapc.org.     

Youth Confirmation Retreat
 Confirmation is a public profession 

of faith that seeks to provide youth with 
a foundational understanding of our 
faith and traditions. It is the deci-
sion to make a personal profession 
of faith, affirming the vows made on 

their behalf at baptism, taking owner-
ship of their faith and beliefs. A group 
of 8 eighth-grade students began this 
process with a mis-
sion trip to Houston 
in January. They 
focused on the 
question they will 
be asked during 
the confirmation 
service, “Will you 
be Christ’s faithful 
disciple, obeying His Word and showing 
His love?” While there, the group served 
at both a men’s and women’s shelter, 
sorted food at the Houston Food Bank 
and attended Sunday services and a 
prayer tour.  

Registration open for youth 
summer trips

To complete registration for one or 
multiple trips, please register online at 
https://www.scapc.org/youth-summer-
trips/ by Sunday, April 14.

• Junior High Jubilee at Mo Ranch, 
July 7-11

• Senior High Triennium at Purdue, 
July 15-21

• Montreat Senior High Conference, 
July 20-27

If your student would like to go on 
a trip but does not have the financial 
means to do so, please let us know. 
Though SCAPC cannot promise to fulfill 
every financial obligation, we would like 
to discuss the options that would best fit 
your needs. Please contact Bria Rault at 
504-897-0101 ext. 132 or bria@scapc.
org to discuss this more in detail. All 
inquiries will be kept confidential.

From: Ron Sutto, General Presbyter and Stated Clerk, Presbytery of South Louisiana
To: The congregation of St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church, New Orleans
Re: Retirement of Don Frampton

Greetings in the name of Christ!
We rejoice with you on the successful completion of Don Frampton’s 24 years of faithful 

ministry at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.  In addition, the Presbytery stands ready to 
provide any support and assistance necessary during this time of major transition.  

At this juncture, and in recognition of the difficulty that a continuing relationship between 
a former pastor and a former congregation can create, I would share with you the following 
stipulation from our Book of Order:

G-2.0905 – Officiate by Invitation Only
 After the dissolution of the pastoral relationship, former pastors and associate pastors shall 

not provide their pastoral services to members of their former congregation without the invitation 
of the Session.

 I am cognizant that Don already stated his intention to abide fully with this policy, but 
it’s important that you are aware this is also part of our Constitution.  In other words, along with 
Don’s stated intention to refuse future requests of his services, he would actually be constitutionally 
prohibited from further involvement with St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church except upon the 
invitation of the Session.  

 I hope you can see that all of this is in the interest of what’s best both for SCAPC and for 
Don.  As you begin a journey toward new leadership, a “clean break” is vital in order to embrace a 
new future.  Likewise, that time is important for Don as he navigates this new stage of his life.  

When congregations turn to former pastors to preside at weddings, funerals, and baptisms, or 
to provide counseling and instruction, it prevents them from enjoying the respite he or she seeks in 
retirement.  And because the relationship between a pastor and congregation is built on the sharing 
of lives and faith, when a congregation turns to a former pastor instead of the current pastor, be 
it interim or permanent, it prevents that relationship from growing and sends the message that he 
or she is not really the pastor of the congregation.  Any involvement of the former pastor in the 
current life of the congregation only undermines the current pastor’s authority and does harm to 
his or her relationship with the congregation.  

 I certainly trust that you understand and will honor this policy, both for the good of 
SCAPC and for Don.  Thank you for your attention, and may God continue to bless St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church.  

 

A note from The Presbytery
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In churches – as in schools, universities, and other 
non-profit institutions – the mantle of leadership 

is passed from time-to-time to various leaders, each of 
whom displays their own unique talents, ability, and 
style. Occasionally, however, an institution is blessed with 
an individual whose leadership is so inspiring, and whose 
achievements are so remarkable over a long tenure, that 
their time and service becomes known as an “era.” At 
SCAPC, it will come to pass that the 
period from 1996 to 2019 will always 
be fondly remembered as the “Don 
Frampton Era.”  

As the Senior Pastor of our 
beloved church for more than 
24 years, it is difficult to describe 
the array of amazing talents and 
qualities that Don has brought to his 
leadership of SCAPC.  The following 
are just a few.

Don, the Faith Leader
Above all, the leader of a church 

must be possessed of the deepest 
and most profound personal faith.  
Further, he or she must have the 
ability to effectively convey that faith 
to the members of the congregation, 
and, in turn, inspire the congregation 
to believe in - and live their lives - as 
Disciples of Christ.

At every level, Don has had a 
wonderful ability to convey his 
devout faith. His sermons were a 
work of art - thoughtfully crafted, 
and beautifully and movingly delivered.  Frequently, 
he would use his trademark humor to bring attention 
and emphasis to a particular important lesson on faith. 
Finally, on a less formal, but equally profound level, 
Don demonstrated his deep Christian faith every day, 
through his compassion, concern, and care for others. He 
always delivered enhanced happiness to our moments of 
greatest joy, and brought faith, solace, and comfort to our 
moments of deepest sorrow.

Don, the Family Man
Although for 24 years, Don has been the leader of 

our church, his tenure has truly been a Frampton family 
affair. His wonderful wife, Colleen, has been a beloved 
and revered partner in every aspect of this journey. We 
have also all shared in the joy of seeing their beautiful 
(and now expanding) family grow up as part of the 
SCAPC church family.

Don, the Inspirational Leader
Beyond spreading the faith, Don 

has provided the inspiration and 
leadership to achieve unparalleled 
accomplishments in every element 
of church life. In stewardship – both 
annual and capital – he has led us to 
unprecedented levels, assuring the 
continued great work of this church for 
generations to follow. Don has greatly 
expanded the mission and outreach 
of the church, taking the good work 
of SCAPC around the country and 
overseas to help those most in need. 
Finally, his creation of RHINO, and 
our church work post-Katrina, is 
legendary, and continues to contribute 
greatly to the physical and spiritual 
recovery of our community. In all 
of this, Don has inspired us to reach 
beyond our personal expectations and 
limitations, as we do the work of the 
Lord through SCAPC.

The end of an era
And so, on February 17, 2019, the last official chapter 

of the Don Frampton Era will be written. But the positive 
and lasting effects of the Don Frampton Era will live on 
in this church, and in our hearts, for generations to come.
Our church, our community, our world, and each of us 
individually, will always be the beneficiaries of the many 
blessings which have been bestowed upon us, and our 
church, as a result of having Don in our lives - as our 
inspiring Pastor, our remarkable leader, and our dear friend.

The "Don Frampton Era"
February 17, 2019, marks Don Frampton's final day as Senior Pastor at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church. Don and Colleen came to SCAPC in 1994 from Rockingham, North Carolina, with children 
Harrison and Catherine. Their third child, McCord, was born later in 1994. The last 24 years under Don's 
leadership have taught us – often with humor – to walk in faith and to embrace mission as our calling.

BY LOUELLEN BERGER

OCCASIONALLY... AN INSTITUTION IS BLESSED WITH AN INDIVIDUAL WHOSE LEADERSHIP IS 
SO INSPIRING... THAT THEIR TIME AND SERVICE BECOMES KNOWN AS AN 'ERA.'" "
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From Parke Ellis
In the early 1990s, I spent over two years on the Pastor 
Nominating Committee searching for Don. The 
committee read countless Personal Information Forms, 
listened to many tapes of candidates' sermons and visited 
Churches in several states. Looking, looking, looking, 
for that one person. Each member of the congregation 
was assigned as the “point person” for a particular 
candidate. As fate would have it, I was assigned to Don. 
As our interest in him grew, I called Don to discuss 
the opportunity at SCAPC and to gauge his interest in 
us. After that first conversation, I remember going to the 
next committee meeting and telling the team, “I think 
I just talked to our next minister." Future meetings in 
Rockingham, N.C., and here in New Orleans verified 
my initial instincts. Don’s theological depth, focus on 
pastoral care, administrative capability, and the ability to 
deliver a fine sermon checked all of boxes for me. When 
you pair that with his incredible personality, sense of 
humor, warmth, and genuine care for others, he became 
the one. I respect him as a minister, admire him as 
wonderful husband and father, and treasure him as a true 
friend. When we began our search for Don, we were told 
that we would feel the hand of God move us through the 
process. I know I did. I still do. 

From Margaret Ann Lindsey 
When Don came to St. Charles, I was in charge of the 
Membership Committee. Previously we had excellent 
interim pastors, but we were not attracting new members. 
Everyone was discouraged. Then Don and Colleen 
arrived, and my husband Ed, my father Myron, and I 
knew he was the right fit. His interest in people, we were 
certain, would be a magnet for others who would join our 
church.
The quality of his engagement with members and 
newcomers was vital to our recovery from Katrina. After 
the storm we lost hundreds from our rolls. In 2011, Don 

challenged the Membership committee with a goal of 75 
new members for the year. We thought that was impossible, 
but the committee worked hard along with Don. In the next 
three years, we gained 261 new members! We all felt blessed 
to be able to contribute to Don’s effort to get the church back 
up on its feet and to experience the excitement of growth in 
numbers and involvement.
And what important work there was for our congregation 
to be involved in! Don had a vision about how the church 
should help the city recover. He led the congregation in such 
a beautiful way that everyone was excited to participate. Even 
today, 13.5 years later, RHINO is still doing great things.
The thing that touched my family most was the kind 
attention Don gave to my beloved Ed during his illness.  
When he would call or visit, it always put a smile on Ed’s 
face. What a joy.
Thank you Don and Colleen for making each of us feel 
valued and loved and for 24½ great years.

From Ken Kneipp
As a SCAPC member, I have been privileged to interact with 
Rev. Don Frampton in a variety of ways. As a member of the 
Personnel Committee, I saw Don’s skill as supervisor and 
“Head of Staff.” As Clerk of Session, I worked closely with 
Don as “Moderator,” and saw him function effortlessly as 
an administrator and leader. As a weekly congregant, I have 
often been inspired by Don’s preaching, and have sometimes 
felt that those sermons were intended only for me.
However, while Don has functioned admirably for many 
years in all of these roles–head of staff, supervisor, moderator, 
administrator, and preacher–from personal experience, I am 
still drawn to the official title by which we all know him: 
Pastor. “Pastor—” one who can be thought of like a shepherd 
–who leads, protects, counsels, and comforts those who fall 
under his care. It is in this role that I have most come to 
appreciate Don. In recent years, during times of personal 
challenge and grief, I always felt Don’s presence and his 
support for me. He was there whenever I needed him – to 
counsel and comfort me and to offer reassurance in ways that 
were meaningful and helpful.  
I know that many people in our church will miss Don now 
that he is retiring. Some may most miss his skill in the pulpit, 
or his engaging leadership style. I, too, will miss those things. 
But, mostly I will miss the individual love, care, and concern 
for me which he showed as my Pastor.
I know that I join with all other SCAPC members and 
friends who wish both Don and Colleen all the very best of 
health, happiness, and fulfillment in retirement.

From Geoff Snodgrass
One normally associates charismatic, larger than life 
preachers with televangelists, not mainstream Protestants. 
Don Frampton is an exception. His theology is decidedly 
Presbyterian, but he encourages disparate voices. He often says, 

From top: 1994, 1997, 2001 Frampton family photos: Don, 
Colleen, Harrison, Catherine and McCord

From top: 2010 Cuba mission trip // 2011 Scotland trip // 
2013 Israel trip

Church members share their favorite 
memories of Don and Colleen Frampton.

THE FONDEST

May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind always be at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face, and rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet gain, May God hold you in the palm of His hand.
‒THE IRISH BLESSING
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“I don’t care that the snake spoke, I want to know what it 
said.” Whether Scripture is attributed to the voices of angels, 
Old Testament prophets or burning bushes, it’s the message 
that matters to Don and the meaning within that message. 
Don is one of the good guys. He is a fun-loving, affable, 
family man with the charming personality of a fraternity rush 
chairman. He doesn’t wear a clerical collar, and he doesn’t 
wear his religion on his sleeve, so you might mistake him for a 
doctor, a lawyer, or a bank president. He would have excelled 
in any of those professions and dozens of others. Much to 
our benefit, however, he followed the call to ministry and 
devoted his life’s work to serving others by serving Christ. He 
has instructed us, inspired us, and listened to our troubles 
and needs. He has encouraged us to strengthen our faith by 
actively participating in the life of the church, and he has  
provided the opportunities to do so. You don’t work your way 
up in Don’s church by stuffing envelopes. You jump right 
in and the next thing you know, you’re on a mission trip to 
Cuba, building a Habitat House with RHINO, or leading a 
church committee. Opportunities to serve abound at SCAPC 
It’s what makes our church community so vibrant. It’s how 
Don built his church.
 As Presbyterians, we are a democratic organization, and 
Don Frampton is first among equals, always participating, 
always leading. We are truly blessed to have had him as our 

pastor. He has made an impact that will live on far beyond 
his time at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church, and he 
has made a great many lifelong friends in the process.
Pastoral ministry is a 24/7 job. Don has earned a break. 
Perhaps now, he can play a full round of golf on one of 
those rare days off without being called away on church 
business. I hope to be there with him, but something tells 
me he’ll always be where he’s needed.

From Nell Lanier
How can my family begin to thank Colleen and Don?!  
Early on, they delayed a trip to the beach so Don could 
bury my mother. This meant so much to devoted beach 
lovers like us. Over the years Don has married my children, 
baptized several grandchildren, and recently buried my 
husband. Throughout he has been a cheerful, steady, 
thoughtful presence as he counseled and consoled us 
in difficult times and relished our joyful moments. His 
sermons reflect his love of God, his awareness of His grace, 
and his joy in His presence. Colleen and Don have made a 
lasting impression on us and we are eternally grateful. Go in 
peace and with our love.  

Top: 2010 - In a friendly wager, SCAPC lost to Second Presbyterian 
(Indianapolis) in the Souper Bowl of Caring drive, so Don donned 
Peyton Manning's Colts jersey. Pictured with Archie Manning.
Bottom: Festooning the sanctuary with Saints banners for 
Superbowl Sunday in 2010.

From John Dunlap
Three distinct memories of Don stand out to me:
1) Don has an uncanny ability to weave stories from his 
frat boy college years and his interactions with many Low 
Country, SC, and Rockingham, NC, characters into an astute 
summation of the point of the biblical verses at issue.
2) The day I received an e-mail from Don asking: “Got a 
sermon in you?” He was looking to fill the pulpit for his first 
sabbatical. I told him I was intrigued and terrified at the same 
time.  But Don was simply embodying two of the precepts 
that he has instilled in this church – that God always makes 
the first move and then qualifies us for the task. This also put 
to the test two other recurring themes in his sermons –that 
skepticism and doubt are natural components of faith and 
that the opposite of faith is fear.
3) While the negativity and divisiveness about the future of 
N.O. permeated the coverage of the Post-Katrina diaspora, 
I contacted Don at Memorial Drive PC in Houston. I was 
desperate to know why this happened. Before I could even 
ask the question, he was telling me about the outpouring 
of generosity from around the country that this church 
was going to use to rebuild hope in New Orleans. You see, 
mission, as Don says, unites us.  

From Caroline Seelman
One of my fondest memories of Mr. Don is the day that I 
graduated from McGehee. Sitting up on stage, I looked out 
into the crowd of people and saw Mr. Don and Mrs. Colleen 
there. I had no idea they were coming! After the ceremony 
was over, they both gave me a big hug and took the typical 
cigar graduation picture of my dad and I. It was so sweet of 
them to be there for that special day and it is something I will 
truly never forget. They’re more than just friends, they’re fam-
ily. I will truly miss his leadership at SCAPC.

Top and bottom: The SCAPC staff dresses in costume annually 
for the Nursery School's trick or treat through the office (2008 & 
2014)

From top: Breaking ground on the Columbarium in 2011
Middle: Men's Retreat in 2018
Bottom: Don's 20th anniversary reception in 2014

Top: SCAPC barbecue, spring 2009
Bottom: Holy Smokes barbecue, 2011



12          ST. CHARLES AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WWW.SCAPC.ORG          13

Left to right: Senchi Ferry Elder Seth Okoto, Rev. Elijah Amaning Foh, SCAPC Elder 
Walter Harris, SCAPC Elder Henrietta Harris, Senchi Ferry Elder Nana Dade (also one 
of the village chiefs), and SCAPC Elder John Geiser.

BY JOHN GEISER

Drs. Henrietta and Walter Harris and John Geiser visited our 
partner church in Senchi Ferry Ghana in December and January. 
We were pleased to see the steel roof beam in place ready for 
the roof to be installed on the new Sanctuary that is being built 
with donations from individual members and from St. Charles 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, from the Senchi Ferry Presbyterian 
congregation has over the past few years built the concrete block 
walls of the new sanctuary. Now a contractor has been engaged 
to provide the roof.

Worship services are presently being held in an old building 
which is far too small for the congregation. During worship 
working benches and chairs are place outside the sanctuary 
doors and windows to accommodate the over flow.

When the new sanctuary is completed, the old building will 
become the Sunday School. Presently Sunday School classes are 
being held out doors and must be suspended during the rainy 
season.

A new pastor, Rev. Elijah Amaning Foh was sent to Senchi 
Ferry last fall.

He led inspiring worship services and delivered excellent 
sermons on the two Sundays that the SCAPC group was in 
Senchi Ferry. During the service on December 30, at the end of 
the service the congregation went to the new sanctuary for the 
benediction.

A new sanctuary 
in Senchi Ferry

MalawiGlobal  Ministries

One of SCAPC’s global outreach projects is an annual 
Christmas camp and youth retreat in Malawi Arica. The camp 
is led by our mission partners Miriam and Chancy Gondwe, the 
founders and leaders of the Muliko Literacy Project and Royal 
Kidz Academy Preschool (both are SCAPC-supported projects).

This year’s camp was extraordinary: 116 youths attended from 
seven congregations under Mangochi CCAP. It was historic to have 
such a huge number of young people for a four-day camp. For 
the first time, the camp took place at a venue outside Mangochi 
District, giving some youth their first travel outside Mangochi. 

The theme of the retreat was “Follow Me as I Follow Christ”. 
The camp had sports activities, Bible study, and teachings on topics 
including stewardship, servant leadership, entrepreneurship, and 
holy living. Many young people who attended the camp testified 
that this camp has had a huge impact on their lives. Over 20 
youths gave their lives to Christ. 

Thank you to the Gondwes for their leadership—Chancy has 
served as the Youth Director at Mangochi CCAP for the past 
three years. He has recently been appointed as Presbytery Youth 
Director, overseeing 18 parishes within the Mangochi CCAP 
Presbytery. Chancy requests our prayers in meeting the challenges 
of this new position.

Thank you to Dr. Ed Lindsey for foresighted development of 
support for mission. This planned giving made to SCAPC made 
supporting the youth camp possible. Dr. and Mrs. Lindsey are 
pictured with Chancy Gondwe and another Mandela-Washington 
Fellow in 2015.

With donations from SCAPC and from individual SCAPC members, the Senchi Ferry 
congregation built the foundation and walls for a new sanctuary. A contractor has been 
engaged now to build the roof.

BY ANN MAIER

Top: Rev. Elijah Amaning Foh giving the benediction in the new 
sanctuary. 

Bottom: With donations from SCAPC and SCAPC members, the 
Senchi Ferry congregation built foundation and walls for a new 
sanctuary. A contractor has been engaged to build the roof.

Top: Chancy and Miriam Gondwe with their children.

Bottom: The late Ed Lindsey and Margaret Ann Lindsey 
pictured with Chancy Gondwe and another Mandela-
Washington Fellow in 2015.

Ghana

youth camp & retreat 
in malawi arica
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MILESTONES
BAPTISMS

Kate Geer
Jim & Melinda Carter
Bruce Netterville
Dodie Smith
Liane Hinrichs
Brett Lapeyre
Wesley Simon

NEW MEMBERS

BIRTHS

As of February 5, 2019

Knox Sullivan Christiansen (November 30, 2018)
son of Zach & Hillary Christiansen

Laurel Jane McArthur (January 28, 2019)
daughter of Drake McArthur & Katie Kuhns

Susanna Wolfe Lake (January 30, 2019)
daughter of David & Emily Lake

Send your milestones to Membership 
Coordinator Camille Zander: 
camille@scapc.org.  

Katherine Scott Habetz
 daughter of Lauren & Jeffrey Habetz
Minor Maxwell McPherson Strachan
 son of Meredith Maxwell & Minor Strachan
Holden West Samuels
 son of Christina & Armand Samuels
John Weber Graf
 son of Scott and Vanessa Graf
Zena Margot Cook
 daughter of Benjamin & Jennifer Cook
Bonnie Banks Howard
 daughter of Jeffrey & Sarah Howard

I am thrilled to announce a new Director of Youth and 
Young Adults. After 10 months of searching, we found 
a candidate who already called New Orleans home. Chris 
Hazlaris is a graduate of Jesuit High School. He went to 
college at Fordham University and then Yale Divinity 
School. Chris will graduate from YDS in May and will 
move back to New Orleans to join SCAPC. Our committee 
instantly felt at ease with Chris and knew he was the right 
person. 

Here are just some of the things those who know Chris 
best told us: Chris has spent summers working at Rainbow 
Trail, a Lutheran summer camp. Rainbow Trail’s director 
said, “Chris has a genuine concern for other people and 
loves helping and caring for others. And he is a talented 
pianist! I know these characteristics give him great potential 
to succeed not only in life, but also especially as a Director 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministries. Chris possesses all 
the gifts of a great youth and young adult minister. Chris 
is smart, focused, charismatic, hard-working, personable, 
genuine, and above all, faithful. He shows a genuine 
interest in people as individuals and really focuses on 

building a relationship with 
them.” 

One of his professors at Yale 
told us, “Chris is a cheerleader 
for whatever he is involved 
in. In his time at YDS he has 
been the driving spirit of our 
soccer team - aptly named the 
Paracleats - as organizer, informal 
coach, press agent, and leading 
player. I wish we could publish his 
emails announcing and reporting 
on games, which were full of clever wordplay, love of the 
sport, and appreciation of the team’s fans.  The man knows 
how to promote!  More importantly, however, is the depth 
of Chris’ character.  He sees just about everything in moral 
and spiritual terms, but in a joyful, not pietistic way.” 

We can’t wait to have him on our staff.  Please join me 
in welcoming Chris to SCAPC.  More news on his official 
start date soon.

A NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR

FROM DAWN TALBOT, SEARCH COMMITTEE CHAIR

Introducing Interim 
Pastor Michael Jinkins

BY BETH POE

We are indeed blessed as a congregation 
that, during the transition between Don 
Frampton’s retirement and the call of 

a new Senior Pastor, we will be led and supported 
in ministry by Dr. Michael Jinkins, recently retired 
President of Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary. Before accepting the Presidency at 
Louisville, Dr. Jinkins had a distinguished career at 
Austin Seminary, where he was Professor of Pastoral 
Theology and Academic Dean. He holds a Ph.D. in 
Theology from the University of Aberdeen (King’s 
College), Scotland. He has published numerous 
books, including Letters to New Pastors, which has 
been translated into Chinese! Dr. Jinkins began his 
career not as an academic, but as a pastor to several 
churches in Texas. He brings not only extensive 
experience—as administrator, teacher, theologian, 
preacher, and pastor— but also an energy and 
enthusiasm which will help us to remain a vibrant 
community of faith and even to grow.

Dr. Jinkins is a long-time friend of our congregation. 
In October 2009, he gave the first of the Lupberger 
Lectures; in January 2010, he assisted in the 
leadership of our annual Session Retreat. When asked 
why he feels called to this ministry at this time, he 
wrote:

“It was love at first sight the very first time I was 
invited to SCAPC. This was years ago. On every 
return trip, and especially when I had the honor of 
serving as your inaugural Lupberger Lecturer, that 

first impression only deepened. It had not been my 
plan to serve as an interim pastor, but when Don 
called me some time back to find out if I might be 
open to this, I jumped at the opportunity to serve 
with you. The vision and compassion of the people of 
SCAPC have inspired this city and this country. Your 
witness has changed lives. I am deeply humbled that 
you would invite me to be a colleague in ministry 
with you.”

We welcome both Michael and his wife, Debbie, a 
retired Professor of Education, who will be dividing 
her time between their home in Georgia and New 
Orleans.

Interim Pastor Michael Jinkins with his wife, Debbie. Michael's 
first Sunday at SCAPC will be February 24, 2019.

“It was love at first sight the very first time I 
was invited to SCAPC... On every return trip, and 
especially when I had the honor of serving as your 
inaugural Lupberger Lecturer, that first impression 
only deepened."  -Michael Jinkins, Interim Pastor

Chris Hazlaris, our new 
Director of Youth and 
Young Adults
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Lent      Easter&Calendar
March 6: Ash Wednesday Service, 12pm

April 14: Palm Sunday Music Program, 10:30 service

April 18: Maundy Thursday Service, 7pm

April 19: Good Friday Service, 12pm

April 21: Easter Sunday, 8:30/10:30 services in sanctuary


