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Dear friends,

Since 2010 SCAPC has published our own set of Advent devotions 
and once again the church is pleased to produce this year’s edition.  
Many thanks go out to all our authors and artists, the women, men, 
and young people from our church community who spent much 
time composing the daily reflections and creating original artwork.  
We believe a “home-grown” resource is much better than a guide 
produced by an outside writer, regardless of the writer’s stature.  Better 
than anyone else we know our situation – our unique challenges and 
joys, questions and concerns, and hopes and dreams for the future.  
Consequently, I anticipate that we will resonate with these devotions 
as we prepare for the coming of the Lord.  

A special word of thanks goes out to editor, Nancy Rix, without whom 
the 2014 edition would truly not have been possible.  In addition, the 
church is indebted to Caitlin Rowland for the attractive layout and 
artwork selections.  Emily Fleshman, once again, watched over the 
project and helped recruit writers and artists.  Without these marvelous 
folks, along with the members of our wonderful congregation who 
gave us submissions, this booklet would not be in your hands.

In anticipation of a blessed Advent…

Blessings,

Donald R. Frampton
Senior Pastor
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contributors to the 2014 SCAPC Advent devotional 
booklet:
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november 30, 2014

 Today marks the fi rst day of the 2014 Advent season.  Th e big wreaths are 
on the front doors and the banners have been hung.  As we travel through Advent 
more outward signs of our anticipation will become evident: more wreaths and 
poinsettias, a joyful Choir Concert.  And fi nally the wonderful Christmas Eve 
services where we celebrate the birth of the Christ Child.

 Awaiting the birth of a fi rst child can be an exercise in joyful anticipation 
laden with a fair amount of anxiety.  Hormones rage and thoughts of “What have 
I gotten myself into?” and “Can I really raise this child?” not to mention “What 
about potty training?” jumble through the mind in the still of night.  Do you 
suppose Mary had any of those feelings and thoughts?  Or was she always serene, 
even while in labor, as pictured in so many famous Madonna and Child paintings 
in the world’s fi nest art museums.  Mary had no weekly prenatal and parenting 
skills classes to attend.  No Lamaze training.  No thick tomes to read all about the 
care and feeding of children from birth to age eighteen.  No mother to help her; 
just a loving husband who probably knew less than she did.  So what DID Mary 
have?  She had the love of Almighty God in whom she had absolute faith that He 
would always be with her every step of the way.  She knew she had been blessed.  
And so are we.

Prayer:  Dear Lord, please help us to remember how You have blessed us in so 
many ways.  Amen.

Prayer Focus: SCAPC supported community ministries and the positive impact 
they have on our city. For a complete listing, visit http://www.scapc.org/missions/
community-ministries/.

written by Jennie Steele

Isaiah 7:14

Th erefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: the virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.



DeCember 1, 2014

 It all began with a gift.  When my sister gave our young daughter 
a small wooden nativity set, we had no idea how central it would become 
to our family’s observance of Advent.  Sized perfectly for toddlers’ fi ngers, 
impervious to breakage and with simple features, the shepherds, villagers, 
animals, kings and Holy Family allowed us to tell and play out the story at 
her level of understanding.  
 Later, with a baby brother and a completed, homemade Advent 
calendar with pockets for holding sequined ornaments to pin on its felt tree, 
we began a family tradition incorporating both the nativity and the calendar.  
 Just prior to Advent, out came a special box with the fabric wall 
hanging, nativity set, and many other small animals.  Th e latter began with 
my husband’s boyhood collection--souvenir gifts from his grandmother’s 
travels.  Th ere were hand-carved deer, an elephant and squirrels.  As our 
family traveled, we often spotted perfect additions—a beaver, a tiny mouse, a 
platypus, a piglet.  
 On the eve of Advent, the children placed an animal or fi gure and 
an ornament into each pocket.  As these tiny creatures were unwrapped, we 
recalled the stories of how and when they were acquired and those who gave 
them.
 Each day the children took turns putting an ornament on the tree 
and placing a fi gure into the scene.  At the same time, we read from an Advent 
booklet provided in the 1970s by SCAPC.  Gradually the small tabletop was 
fi lled, the stable was ready for the holy one, the tree was fully decorated. 
  On Christmas Eve, just before bedtime, the story ended with placing 
the tiny baby in a manger.  Th e memories renewed for another year. 

Prayer:  Dear God, help us tell the story of Your greatest gift to us in ways that all 
can comprehend.  Amen.

Prayer Focus:  Children who attend SCAPC Nursery School, participate in the 
SCAPC Children’s Programs, Youth Group, or have been baptized at SCAPC.

written by Sydney Lawder

Luke 1:35

Th e angel answered, ‘Th e Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.’
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DeCember 2, 2014

 As a child, Christmas Eve was magical. My sisters and I would spend 
the day being the honorary “present wrappers” for anyone who needed last-
minute gifts wrapped.  Th ere would be a fi re in the fi replace, Christmas music 
on the radio, and my mom would be in the kitchen cooking up our favorite 
spaetzle recipe. Once our bellies were full and all presents were wrapped, we 
would pile in the car to head up the road to my Mamaw and Papaw’s house, 
where homemade sweets, warm hugs, and piles of presents my shopping-
loving grandmother had carefully chosen were waiting for us.  Still to this 
day I have never met a better shopper than my Mamaw – she had an amazing 
ability to pick out things you never knew you wanted, but ended up loving 
and treasuring for years. 

 When I was fi fteen, my Mamaw unexpectedly passed away in her 
sleep one September night. Since then, Christmases just haven’t been the 
same. My family has grown up, grown apart, and formed individual families 
of our own. Christmas has lost a bit of its sparkle.  I know the real reason to 
celebrate is one of joy – the wonderful birth of our Lord and Savior – but no 
matter what, every Christmas Eve, a tinge of sadness still comes over me, not 
at the loss of the enchantment that Mamaw’s gifts used to bring, but because 
it is another Christmas Eve to put childhood memories behind me and move 
on without my Mamaw. 

Prayer:  Lord, today we pray for those who are going through tough times during 
this Christmas season- dealing with the loss of a loved one, changes in family or 
traditions, or for any other reasons for experiencing grief during this otherwise 
joyful time. Help us to fi nd the joy and peace that only You can bring. Amen. 

Prayer Focus: Community ministries that serve the homeless, including Crescent 
City Café, the New Orleans Mission, and FPC’s Ministry of Hope.

written by Caitlin Wallace Rowland

Matthew 1:18-19

Th is is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child 
through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  



DeCember 3, 2014

 As we await the approach of the anniversary, or “Adventus”, of the 
birth of Yeshua Ben Joseph, whom we call Jesus, certain thoughts come 
to mind, especially the idea of the “miracle.”  We all have had doubts of 
the veracity of such phenomena, as have so many greater minds than ours.  
When Th omas Jeff erson wrote his Bible that he provided to the members of  
Congress he omitted the miracles, although he believed those teachings to be 
superior to any other in history.  Leo Tolstoy, William Blake, Th oreau and 
others also addressed this topic.
 Ralph Waldo Emerson said of Christ “He saw with open eye the 
mystery of the soul. . . but the word miracle, as pronounced by Christian 
churches, gives false impression, it is a monster, it is not one with the blowing 
clover and the falling rain.”
 After much study, observation, and consideration of the concept of  
“miracles,” I came to a seemingly simple conclusion.  If we could employ the 
greatest scientifi c minds of our age, using the most advanced and powerful 
computers available, and ask them to make a blade of living grass from 
scratch, they could not do it!  
 To me a blade of grass is just as much a miracle as a virgin birth or a 
resurrection!  
 Meanwhile, as to the most momentous miracle in recorded history,  
we thank the architect of our universe for the upcoming celebration of its 
anniversary and its most positive eff ect on our civilization.

Prayer:  With all of our hearts, we pray to continually be aware of the perpetual 
miracles bestowed upon us daily, and to live our lives as our great Master Jesus has 
taught. Amen.

Prayer Focus: SCAPC Small Groups. For a complete listing, visit http://www.
scapc.org/ministries/adult-ministries/. 

written by Auseklis Ozols

Matthew 1:20-21

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’ 



DeCember 4, 2014

 “God is with us.”  God is with us as an ever present, ever loving, all 
knowing Being. God is with us in the form of His only son, Jesus Christ. 
What hope and gratitude fi ll hearts this Advent season while we celebrate the 
gift of God in human form. 

 Presbyterian Women have been practicing gratitude for the past year. 
Each day, at a time of our individual choosing, we have been making lists 
of things for which we are grateful that day. Th is task is not easy. We must 
stop, look, open our hearts and respond to the events around us. Sometimes 
fi nding anything about which to be grateful is a challenge. Yet we often fi nd 
that the more we practice, the more grateful and hopeful we feel.

 Advent can be an especially challenging time of the year to practice 
gratitude with all the festivities in which we wish to participate and growing 
“to do” lists that must be fi nished so we can be included in those festivities. 
However, the very reason for all the celebrating is God’s gift to us in Jesus 
Christ. For that immense, inconceivable gift, and all the gifts we receive–
often unnoticed–every day, we must fi nd the time to be grateful. Try it. Just 
today, just a simple moment of thanks, and then maybe tomorrow...

Prayer:  God of hope, giver of amazing gifts everyday, on this day, I give You 
thanks for _______________________. I fi nd joy in this day because of this 
gift.  I know You are with me. Amen.

Activity Focus:  Take time during the day to consider blessings in your life.  Make 
a written list of at least fi ve things for which you are especially grateful.  

written by Miriam Schulingkamp

Matthew 1:22-23

All this took place to fulfi ll what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  
‘Look the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they will name him Emmanuel’ 
which means, ‘God is with us.’ 



DeCember 5, 2014

 Imagine what Joseph would have been thinking that night as he 
went to bed. “What am I going to do with Mary? She’s really gotten herself 
into a mess. Why should I stick around? How could she get pregnant? Wait, 
I don’t want to know the answer to that question. I don’t deserve this!!! God, 
won’t you tell me what to do?” 
 Th en I can also imagine Joseph as he woke up, “Did that just 
happen?”  
 Advent is a season for waiting, for expecting God’s presence to draw 
near. As we face many of life’s hard questions we need to remember that God 
speaks to us in a variety of ways. Some ways are expected–through prayer, 
reading scripture, or a well-delivered sermon. Th en there are those ways that 
God draws near unexpectedly–a friend’s trusted advice, a child’s innocent 
question, or even a beautiful sunrise.
 More than how the message was delivered, I really appreciate two 
words, “he did,” referring to what was commanded. Th ese words show that 
Joseph was willing to act once the waiting was over. Without following 
through with the command given by the angel, Joseph would have missed 
out on raising Jesus as his own son. You can’t get much closer to God than 
becoming the adopted father of the Christ child! 
 As we continue in this season of waiting, we need to allow our hearts 
to remain open to the many ways God can speak to us. Th en, once the waiting 
is over, remember to put action to what we’ve learned. If we can do this, we 
might just sense God’s presence along with us!

Prayer:  Father, help us to listen for Your drawing near in both expected and 
unexpected places.  As we hear, move us into action. Amen.

Prayer Focus: Christian Education teachers

written by Andy Fox

Matthew 1:24

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife.
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DeCember 6, 2014

 Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  How often we 
hear these names in reference to our Lord and Savior, and how appropriate 
they are.  But what jumps out at me is the fi rst of these titles: “Wonderful 
Counselor.”

 Merriam-Webster defi nes a counselor as synonymous with an “advisor, 
consultant, guide, or mentor.”  Well, don’t those sound rather regular?   A 
little run-of-the-mill when it comes to talking about God Almighty?  In the 
midst of the spectacles and sensations of this joyous Advent season, we are 
constantly in awe of the glory, the grandeur of God.  But what about the 
everyday?  What about the run-of-the-mill moments when what we really 
need is an advisor?  A mentor?  Sometimes I am so caught up in the brilliance 
of Christmas that I forget God is down here with me, too, as I lead a regular 
life.  God is, in the truest sense, my counselor.

 I fi nd it calming during the holiday season to remember that while 
now is the time to rejoice in Emmanuel, it is also a time to remember that God 
is, fi rst and foremost, a wonderful counselor.  God is the ultimate confi dant, 
your greatest friend.  It is God whom you can go to with your troubles and 
your triumphs – regardless of the occasion.  How many people could you pull 
aside and ask for a private word with during their only son’s birthday party?

Prayer:  Wonderful Counselor, we are so thankful for Your attentive ear.  We ask 
that You help us to remember that You are always here for us, even when the 
excitement and obligations of the season seem to pull us in every direction.  Allow 
us to fi nd the freedom within ourselves to seek Your counsel, this seventh day of 
Advent and all the days hence.  Amen. 

Prayer Focus: SCAPC Long Range Planning Task Force

written by Emma Pegues

Isaiah 9:6

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.



DeCember 7, 2014

 During the summer of 2011 my son and I completed a 12-day 70-
mile backpacking adventure at Philmont Scout Ranch. Philmont is the Boy 
Scouts’ largest national High Adventure Base covering some 214 square miles 
of rugged mountain wilderness in the Sangre de Cristo range of the Rocky 
Mountains in northern New Mexico.  During our trek, my son served as our 
crew’s chaplain’s aid reading our daily devotional and leading our worship 
service. Together we experienced the majesty and ruggedness of these 
mountains and grew closer to each other and closer to God. One cannot help 
but feel closer to our Creator on a peak of Mt. Phillips or the Tooth of Time 
and in the quiet of the night, so far from the modern world. It was a truly 
transformative time for us. 

 In Isaiah, God promised his people they would receive rest, peace and 
renewal, and that His Light, through his son Jesus Christ, would shine forever. 
We each need to fi nd our place to experience the peace of Creation. Whether 
in a dramatic setting like the Sangre de Cristo Mountain or somewhere closer 
to home like Audubon Park. “Of the increase of his government and peace 
there will be no end.”

Prayer:  Th is prayer is known at Philmont as the Philmont Grace: 
For food, for raiment, for life, for opportunity, 

for friendship and fellowship, 
we thank thee, O Lord. Amen.

Prayer Focus: New Elders and the SCAPC Session

written by Jay and Will Young

Isaiah 9:7

Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. Th e zeal of the LORD Almighty will 
accomplish this. 
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DeCember 8, 2014

 During the holidays, I am often found listening to the beautiful 
chorus of “I’ll be home for Christmas” while dreaming of family and traditions 
that await me during the holiday season. Growing up, being home for the 
holidays meant eating shrimp creole at my grandparents’ home in Dublin, 
Georgia while securing my position as the baby of the family for nearly 20 
years.

 I spent the fi rst 22 years of my life in the same location, with the 
same people, eating the same foods on Christmas.  Th e last nine years have all 
been remarkably diff erent, and my idea of what it means to “be home for the 
holidays” changes from one year to the next.  

 My grandmother has passed away.  Th e grandchildren have married, 
moved, and had children of their own, and the idea of “home” has shifted. Th e 
location of our festivities changes from year to year.  We have said goodbye 
to some old traditions and introduced new ones.  We have lost loved ones 
we hold dear and welcomed new family members into our fold.  Every year 
brings new changes into our lives.  

 However, we have one “home” that is constant. And a “home” that is 
with us wherever we go.  Th at is our home in Christ, and unlike our homes of 
this world, our home in Christ never changes.  And, what a wonderful thing 
to celebrate this Christmas season--that Christ came during this holy time to 
bring us back home to God to be his precious children forever and ever.  

Prayer:  Dear Lord, help us to remember that Christmas is a Holy time to spend 
in Your presence and in communion with You. And that when we are in Your 
presence, we are always home no matter where we may go. Amen.

Prayer Focus: SCAPC 20/30s Group

written by Catherine Cauley

Luke 2:1-3

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the 
entire Roman world. (Th is was the fi rst census that took place while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to his own town to register. 



DeCember 9, 2014

 As a retired military man, this scripture speaks to me in a special 
way.  In the military, you and your family are required to make unanticipated, 
short term moves away from home. Th e initial reaction to these “forced” trips 
is invariably very negative. Why us? Why now? We have too many important 
things going on be taken away from them. In retrospect though, these unwanted 
moves or short term deployments often led to some of the most productive, 
satisfying, and benefi cial experiences in our lives.

 Joseph must have felt the same way when he was suddenly forced 
to make a diffi  cult journey with a very pregnant fi ancé. It had to be the last 
thing in the world that he wanted to do. But his diffi  cult journey led to the 
occurrence of the deeply nuanced Christmas Story, the perfect beginning to 
“Th e Greatest Story Ever Told.”  Without making that onerous journey, the 
Gospel would be much less powerful.

 Th e lesson for me from this passage is that God acts in our lives in 
ways that we often do not understand or appreciate.  Take what comes our 
way and make the best of it.  If you embrace and make the most of all the 
opportunities given you, what may at fi rst appear as a “bad deal” may actually 
turn out to be a great blessing in your life.

Prayer:  Dear Lord, let us appreciate how Joseph, Mary, and baby Jesus made 
the most of what you provided them. Th ey took the most diffi  cult and lowly 
surroundings and made the Christmas story such a magical and perfect beginning 
to Jesus’ life and ministry.  From this example give us the wisdom to handle the 
seemingly diffi  cult things in our lives and turn them into great experiences for us. 
Amen. 

Activity Focus: Have there been diffi  cult times that God has led you through? Take 
a moment to refl ect on these experiences and focus on the good ended up coming 
from seemingly “bad” times. 

written by Dave Mize

Luke 2:4-5

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  He went 
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting 
a child.



DeCember 10, 2014

 Dust from a day of traveling clung to her skin, which had perspired 
under the day’s sun and now was chilled as darkness descended upon them.  
Th e journey had been long and exhausting.  Aching, she put her hand to 
her back in an eff ort to soothe the pains that kept throbbing through her 
body.  Th ough grateful not to be walking, her stomach was queasy from too 
much bouncing along atop a donkey as well as from being nervous about 
what she was soon to experience.  As the day passed into night, she longed 
for the comfort of a bed and refuge from the weather.  Relief washed over 
her as just ahead, an inn loomed before them.  But the promise of all the 
comforts that were desired evaporated when the keeper of the inn announced 
sadly there were no more rooms available for this weary couple.  Seeing the 
disappointment etched upon her face and the condition of her swollen belly, 
the innkeeper took pity and off ered to them a most humble shelter among 
his animals.  It was there, alongside the braying and mewling of the shelter’s 
creature inhabitants, that Mary delivered into this world our most precious 
of gifts. 

 It was no accident of circumstance that the Son of God came to 
us in such an unpretentious manner. Th e modest surroundings of Jesus’ 
birth placed this amazingly divine human as a member of the people from 
birth throughout His life.  It was with His kindness, generosity, wisdom, 
faithfulness, and certainly His humbleness that He entered the hearts of the 
people who were so in need of a leader to whom they could relate.

Prayer:  May You help us to remember that You can lead us to the greatness of our 
own potential no matter how humble our current predicament.  Amen.

Prayer Focus: Presbyterian Women

written by April Noele Christian Weiser

Luke 2:6-7

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and Mary gave birth 
to her fi rstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 
because there was no room for them in the inn.



DeCember 11, 2014

 Take a moment to refl ect on how many words you hear or see in a 
single day.  We hear words from family, friends, and associates; then there’s 
radio, television, and internet, not to mention signs, newspapers, magazines 
and, last but not least, junk mail. Compare these to those shepherds minding 
their fl ocks of sheep on a hillside just outside of Bethlehem.  Now place these 
shepherds and their sheep in the pitch black dark.  Any light seen would be 
only from stars and the moon during its cycle, or maybe from a small fi re.  
Despite the darkness, the shepherds were in a perfect place to hear what was 
being said.

 How often are we unreceptive to words like these that come out 
of the blue, or do we fi nd ourselves talking rather than listening?  Words 
of signifi cance may be a child speaking or a spouse, or someone else, trying 
desperately to be heard.

 When it comes to listening, nothing can surpass silence.  Th is 
is especially true when the Holy Spirit that is found within each of us is 
seeking to be heard.  Our prayers too often involve asking.  Prayers in the 
form of meditation, listening to that quiet inner voice, can make a signifi cant 
diff erence in our lives.

 Advent is a perfect time in our busy calendars for periods of silence, 
poised to listen as were the shepherds two thousand years ago.  While today’s 
“noise” makes it more diffi  cult to listen, the need to hear is as important as it 
was then.  Th e message is the same.  Be still and know.

Prayer:  Oh Lord, we need to feel Your presence.  Help us to be still and know that 
You are there for us if we but make the eff ort to listen. Amen.

Activity Focus: Take a minute to just be still in God’s presence. Listening, rather 
than asking. 

written by Edwin Lupberger

Luke 2:8-9

And there were shepherds living out in the fi elds nearby, keeping watch over their 
fl ocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrifi ed.  
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DeCember 12, 2014

 Th is scripture has shown up in my life since I was a young girl at the 
age of fi ve.  It was tradition at the school I attended for fourteen years that 
both the kindergarten class and the senior class perform a Nativity pageant.  
I was selected to play the Angel of Light in kindergarten and recited this very 
passage before the entire student body.  I remember being more excited about 
playing this role than about the arrival of Santa Claus, and practiced with my 
parents for days to get it right.  Th irteen years later I had the honor of being 
selected by my peers to once again kneel as the Angel in the Senior Nativity 
Pageant.   

 As God’s children we are ever evolving, often struggling with 
curiosity, doubt, hope, the unknown, and growing pains.  As we age, our 
concerns, situations, and insecurities undoubtedly change, but our need for a 
reminder that good news of great joy is around the corner remains constant. 
Christmas is a time that allows us to pause, take stock of our lives, and be 
reminded. 

Prayer:  Dear God, please help us to listen, so that we may hear the good news of 
great joy and the vision to see Your signs at all stages of our lives.  Let us be open 
to receiving Your miracles and blessings that are unforeseen yet right around the 
corner.  Amen. 

Prayer Focus: Ministries supported by SCAPC that address the needs of children 
and young people, including STAIR and Victories in Service.

written by Meredith Maxwell

Luke 2:10-12

But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is Christ the Lord.  Th is will be a sign to you: You will fi nd a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ 



DeCember 13, 2014

 I have had this passage memorized since I was ten years old. Every 
year at the Christmas Eve service this passage echoes in my mind before the 
children dressed as angels appear to the shepherds. I can remember crouching 
down in the balcony with the other youth, my silver tinsel halo sliding off  my 
head, and trying not to make too much noise with my big white angel wings. 
We all waited for the narrator to say, “And suddenly.”  Th en we all popped up 
next to Gabriel and as loud as we could said,  “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”  We would wait 
the entire service for this one part. I remember always feeling like I had to 
wait so long to say my line with all the other angels. But that wait is nothing 
compared to how long we wait during Advent for Christ to come.

 We spend a lot of time waiting everyday: in traffi  c, in lines, and on 
the phone. Today while you wait on your way home from work or at the 
grocery store think about what the angels said, “Peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” Remember that God loves you. Th ank God for his love while you 
wait, and think about Jesus. He will be here soon. We’re almost there in this 
Advent season, less than two weeks. 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, thank You for Your peace, favor, and love. Sometimes we 
forget just how much You give us. While we wait this Advent, help us to remember 
just how much You love us-so much that on Christmas You sent to us Your son 
Jesus. In Your name we pray. Amen.

Prayer Focus: Carrollton Christmas and Summer Camps

written by Benjamin S. Morrison

Luke 2:13-14

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 
his favor rests.’  
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DeCember 14, 2014

 Just another day: going through the motions, checking off  your to-
do list, doing just what is expected of you. And then, something happens. It 
could be a phone call, a water cooler conversation, meeting a stranger on the 
street, or an email, but however the message comes through, you now have a 
choice. Do you pause and take time out to answer the call, or do you ignore 
the message and go on with your day? Th e shepherds in today’s reading had 
that same choice to make: do we act on the message from the angels, or do 
we continue taking care of the sheep – business as usual? Failing to act when 
we are invited may allow us to fi nish our daily tasks, but at the expense of 
experiencing the magical amongst the mundane.   

 In her fi nal sermon at SCAPC, Kelly Hostetler reminded us that 
“Faith is not about being correct, but about being connected.” Th e timing 
and will of God are not beholden to our own plan. Instead, it is all according 
to His plan. If we ignore the message, and don’t take the opportunities to 
connect ourselves to God and to each other, we aren’t living out our faith. 
Taking time to study scripture and pray allow us to hear the messages from 
God, even when the angels don’t miraculously appear to serenade us with 
Handel’s choruses. 

Prayer:  Holy God, we pray that You would help us fi nd space in our busy lives to 
practice acts of faith.  Let us not merely go through the motions, but open up our 
hearts and minds to see the magical in the mundane.  May our faith be unabashed 
and uninhibited as we answer Your call.  In Your name, we pray.  Amen.

Prayer Focus: Th ose children who will be receiving gifts as part of the SCAPC 
White Gift program.

written by Genny Hagler

Luke 2:15 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.’



DeCember 15, 2014

 When I read this and several additional passages of the Christmas 
story, I think back to the Christmas celebration tradition of the Presbyterian 
Church during my youth.  Each of these passages was read while the scene 
was enacted by the church young people.  All were costumed and posed 
absolutely motionless, stage lit, and surrounded by a large gold foil covered 
wooden frame.  A curtain opened and closed on each “tableau”. It was a 
beautiful sight in the darkened sanctuary.  Anyone who has worked with 
children knows that it was a miracle to have any of us stand, sit, or kneel and 
be motionless for even the few minutes that it took to stage these real life 
“paintings”.

 Yet if we really read and understand this passage, unlike the 
motionless enactment in the Christmas pageant, we realize that the shepherds 
were all about action and spreading the news of the arrival of Jesus. Further, 
their audience was surprised to hear such news coming from them because 
shepherds were not an educated bunch, nor orators, nor in any position of 
infl uence in the community.

 So as followers of Jesus today, what do we do and how do we respond 
to the news of the arrival and life of Jesus? Are we excited? Do we share the 
joy of his story and our faith when we have the opportunity, even though we 
may not be educated as clergy? Do we surprise ourselves and others when we 
do so? I hope that we do!

Prayer:  Dear Lord, help us remember that the news of You is as fresh and active 
as each new day we are blessed with, and that we should take the time and 
opportunity to share it in the world, including the community in which we live. 
Amen.

Prayer Focus: SCAPC’s partner churches in Cuba, El Fuerte and Juan G. Hall

written by Dave Grissett

Luke 2:16-18

So they hurried off  and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger.  When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 
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 Mary had quite a lot to ponder! First the angel Gabriel informs 
her she is to bear the Son of the Most High, not Joseph’s baby.  Th en she 
delivers this miraculous baby in a stable. Shepherds arrive telling her an angel, 
accompanied by a heavenly host, announced the birth of this child to them.  
Wise men, guided by a brilliant star, arrive from the east to worship the babe.  
Yet another angel appears to Joseph in a dream to warn him that Herod 
is about to kill the infant and they must fl ee to Egypt for safety.  What a 
confusing, overwhelming mixture of joy, awe, fear and gratitude must have 
fi lled their hearts and minds.

 When I have way too much on my mind to sleep, I fi nd that 
consciously reciting the 23rd Psalm helps settle my mind so I can drop off  
to sleep. It is a great comfort to me.  I like to identify with Mary, this young 
Jewish girl, and imagine that she, too, found comfort in the promises of 
Psalm 23 and was able to sleep soundly—at least until the baby woke up!

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, thank You for the Psalms of David and for Jesus, the 
son of David. Guide our minds and calm our spirits as we move through these 
Advent days. Amen.

Activity Focus: In the midst of this busy and overwhelming season of life, take a 
moment today to stop “regular” activity. Sit down and pray for God’s peace in your 
life. Read Psalm 23 and refl ect on its comforts. 

written by Nell Lanier

Luke 2:19

But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  



DeCember 17, 2014

 For me, it is easy to recognize and experience the joy of Christ during 
the Christmas season. As Norman Vincent Peale said, “Christmas waves a 
wand over this world, and behold, everything is softer and more beautiful.” 
Th is most wonderful time of the year is fi lled with hope and with charity. 
It is when we sing “Joy to the World” and “Hark! Th e Herald Angels Sing.” 
Family members travel near and far to celebrate Christmas with their loved 
ones. Th e feeling of Christian fellowship abounds.

 Th e joy of the Christmas season can fade as I return to my regular 
routine. After the birth of Christ, the shepherds continued to glorify and 
praise God even as they returned to their regular routine of shepherding their 
fl ocks. During this Season of Advent, I will remind myself that the joy of 
Christmas is not to be confi ned to a day or a season. Th e celebration of God’s 
gift of his Son to the world should be celebrated every day.

Prayer:  God, help us to use every day to celebrate the hope off ered by Christ’s 
birth. May we bring the joy of Christmas to our daily lives and routines.  May the 
Christmas spirit of giving and helping others carry on throughout the year.  Amen.

Prayer Focus: RHINO and Camp RHINO

written by Rasch Brown

Luke 2:20

Th e shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all he things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
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 Sometimes we are seeking God and we don’t even realize it.  My 
grandmother passed away during the summer of 2010.  Her fi nal wishes were 
for our family to scatter her ashes at the grave of her grandfather in Amboy, 
Illinois.  So my family began the journey from Louisiana to Illinois.  It was a 
diffi  cult trip. I prayed for peace and comfort for our family along the way.  

 As we drove, we began to see yellow butterfl ies.  We didn’t think 
much of it at fi rst, since we were driving through rural areas.  My aunt and 
cousin made the same observation about the butterfl ies from a separate 
vehicle.  Th e morning we reached Amboy changed my faith forever.  It is a 
small farming town and the only way to reach the cemetery is to drive down 
a long deserted country road.  As soon as I turned onto that road leading to 
my grandmother’s fi nal resting place, I couldn’t see through the windshield 
because of all the yellow butterfl ies.  Th ere were swarms of them all down 
the road and into the cemetery.  We scattered my grandmother’s ashes and 
said our goodbyes.  As we turned to leave the cemetery, the butterfl ies were 
gone.  It was as though God was guiding us there and then He welcomed my 
grandmother home.  

 We later learned that yellow butterfl ies symbolize rebirth after 
death, resurrection, and new beginnings.  Now every time I see a yellow 
butterfl y, I thank God for being with us through that diffi  cult time and also 
for strengthening my faith.  As stated in Matthew 2:1-2, “we have come to 
worship the King.”  Only this time instead of seeing his star, we saw butterfl ies.

Prayer:  God, thank You for guiding us and for giving us comfort. May we 
continue to seek and praise You.  Amen.

Prayer Focus: SCAPC 40/50s and Senior Adults’ Ministries

written by Stephanie Haniford

Matthew 2:1-2

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 
from the east came to Jerusalem  and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.”  
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 Asking the Wrong Question:  A beloved teacher once explained to 
me the reason why “all Jerusalem [was troubled]” as was Herod.  Herod had 
a history of paranoia, and his reactions to perceived threats were legendary.  
He went into a towering rage, and people were killed.  So when he heard that 
there was a king to be born. . .well, you can imagine the way that his people 
reacted. 
 Herod’s fi rst instinct was to ask a question.  “Where?”  But his focus 
was not on worship.
 Th e Christmas season is exhausting.  I rush from one thing to another.  
Concerts, shopping, work, parties; the daily routine just becomes jammed. 
And for each step of the season, I fi nd myself asking bad questions. Will this 
fi t my goddaughter?  Is this the right color for Riley Claire, my niece? What 
do you get for an infant? When do I have to ship items to get Christmas gifts 
overseas, so that Remi and Gabi get their presents in time?
 Like Herod, even with the seemingly innocent questions, I am more 
concerned with myself. I often fi nd that my time is so crunched that I do not 
spend the time asking the right question: How does this gift refl ect my love 
for Jesus?
 Th is season I am challenging myself to think diff erently, and to avoid 
asking the wrong questions. Instead I will be turning my attention to the 
child in the manger.

Prayer:  Lord, help me to take time to truly worship this season.  Help me to spend 
less time focusing on the demands, and more time preparing my heart with the 
right questions for Your coming.  Amen.

Activity Focus: As you wrap gifts this Christmas season, bless each gift with a 
prayer for those who will receive it. 

written by Crorey Lawton

Matthew 2:3-4

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When 
he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 
them where the Christ was to be born.
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 How many times have you felt among the least?  At work?  In your 
social circle?  Perhaps you feel among the least with regard to your bank 
account, or your family.  Maybe you’ve even felt like the least at church, a 
place of supposed refuge. 

 Th is scripture alludes to a passage from Micah, in which, not an 
individual, but an entire city has to be reminded that what they off er the 
ancient world matters.  When this passage is quoted in Matthew, Bethlehem 
is in the midst of genocide—fear and distrust are rampant.  And from this 
city, a great ruler is supposed to be born?  Yeah, right. 

  It’s hard for us to see the long game sometimes, which is why Advent 
is so important and so exciting.  Th e entire buildup to the birth of Christ 
is about trust.  We trust the narrative of a woman, who by all outward 
appearances has betrayed her family by getting pregnant before marriage; we 
trust her cuckolded and terrifi ed husband; we trust three foreigners who are 
following a star; and we trust a bunch of agricultural workers who claim to 
see an angel.   By modern standards, this seems crazy.

 But that’s the point!  Advent is not just a time of joyous anticipation; 
it’s a time to remember that we can trust God, and that God makes great, 
glorious, world changing life from people and places that have been cast aside 
and rejected.  Advent is about seeing the brokenness of our world in full, 
harsh light and rejoicing that we have been given the precious opportunity to 
address it.  It’s not just about birth, it’s about rebirth.

Prayer:  Loving God, teach us to trust You.  Open our eyes to the world around us, 
and work through us so that it may more resemble Your kingdom.  Amen.  

Prayer Focus: Th ose in desperate situations who seek to change their lives, including 
the women living at Eden House 

written by Jess Rigel

Matthew 2:5-6 

‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’ 
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 Th e search for Christ at Christmas can often be camoufl aged or 
directed by misguided motives. History reveals that Herod’s desire to fi nd 
Christ was not to worship Him, but to remove any threat He may have 
brought to Herod’s life and position. To worship Christ would have demanded 
a radical change on Herod’s part, one he was neither prepared to make nor 
willing to do.

 And yet, the desire to seek out and worship Christ remains with 
many of us today. In our heart, his Lordship wants to take its place on the 
throne of our very being. But like Herod, it is often placed aside for the 
demands, activities, and overriding personal interests we face daily. Our 
worship of Jesus is sometimes lost to the competitive arenas surrounding us. 

 As Christmas Day quickly approaches, let us take today to refl ect on 
where we have placed Christ in this Advent Season. Are we making a careful 
search for Christ so we may truly worship Him? Have we insured that our 
focus will rest on Him with the choices we’re making each day? Is my life 
becoming more of a refl ection of Christ living in me just as He chose to live 
among us on earth revealing God to man?

Prayer:  Christ, on this day, may my heart again be Yours. May my life, as I live 
it today, be refl ective of my deep desire to have You as Lord of my life. May my 
search for You today lead me to be as the Magi who found You and fell to their 
knees to worship You. Amen.

Prayer Focus: Associate Pastor Nominating Committee

written by Barry Th ompson

Matthew 2:7-8

Th en Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and make a careful search 
for the child. As soon as you fi nd him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 
him.’  
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 Following the star to fi nd the Baby Jesus reminds us that God is 
always guiding us if we have faith to follow. Th e wise men simply looked up 
into the sky and put one foot in front of the other, proceeding in the direction 
of the star.  Th ey didn’t have to struggle to map out their path and plan the 
timing of the next stopping point.  Th ey didn’t have to strategize, solve a 
problem, or force something to happen.  Th ere was no need to control the 
situation. Th ey simply followed! Th ey found the Baby Jesus. Th ey rejoiced! 
Faith is like that. How refreshing to be able to trust God to put us in exactly 
the right place at the right time. 

 It is especially wonderful when God guides in tangible ways. I once 
prayed about a pressing decision, only to be awakened the next day by a 
radio alarm with the radio voice giving an exact answer to my prayer!  But 
more often His guidance takes the form of a heartfelt calm, a prompting that 
reveals itself one step at a time. Whether subtle or obvious, God’s guidance 
leads us to Him and can result in profound peace, followed by ample joy. 

Prayer:  Dear God, Th ank You for being so faithful to us, for guiding us in every 
situation. Th ank You for being our Sovereign God. Th ank You for the birth of 
Jesus, Your Son. Th ank You for peace and joy.  Help us to follow You one step at a 
time every day. Amen.

Activity Focus:  Press the snooze button on your morning alarm.  Use these minutes 
of wakefulness to prayerfully anticipate the presence of the Lord in the day before 
you.

written by Luanna and Buddy Cambas

Matthew 2:9-10

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 
in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  
When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.   
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 Th is verse is the “Christmas Story” we received as children and 
enjoyed through our many years.  Many of the details we recall are written by 
Luke and appear in the Gospels.  Th e manger, the inn with no place for his 
head, and the star leading the Wise Men appear in these scriptures. One of the 
important things about the message is that it transports us to a simpler time 
when more emphasis was placed on the birth and conditions surrounding the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  SCAPC is blessed with beautiful Christmas 
music and youth participation in the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.  
Th is off sets the commercial preparations that begin after Halloween, not 
Th anksgiving.

 Th is Christmas season causes me to think back many years to 
Christmas as a child in the Midwest.  We always had enough snow to slide on 
our new sleds, the ponds would freeze, and we would try out our new skates.  
Families would go “downtown” to look into the decorated store windows, 
often featured in Colliers and Look magazines.  Th ose simple times are missed, 
but cannot replace the warmth of our church family – at Christmas time and 
always.

Prayer: Dear Lord, we are intensely listening for Your guidance in these troubled 
times on this earth. As we enter the season of the birth of Your son, we pray the 
spirit of Christmas will envelope the land. Amen.

Prayer Focus: Take a moment to pray for the areas of SCAPC ministry, like the 
music program (Th e Chancel Choir) and youth participation, that help bring 
warmth and joy to your Christmas season.

written by Bruce Worley

Matthew 2:11

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him.  Th en they opened their treasures and presented him with 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
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 Growing up singing “We Th ree Kings of Orient Are” every Christmas, 
I was surprised to learn the Gospels don’t number or name the Magi.  Th ree 
gifts are given to Jesus; but legend made the givers three and called them 
kings.  All we really know is that the Magi were outsiders, traveling at a 
time when travel was risky and uncertain, for months--even years--to fi nd an 
answer to what they saw in the sky.
 God sent birth announcements to all kinds of people.  But only 
outsiders showed up.  Shepherds--the equivalent of today’s homeless people--
came at the behest of angels.  Th e foreign Magi arrived a couple of years later.
 But when the Magi found Jesus, they fell down and worshipped him. 
Even as he toddled around, cried, and was fed by his mother, He inspired 
breathless worship and the giving of gifts.  Christmas gift-giving began here.  
 And while the fi rst gift-giver is God, the fi rst human gift-givers were 
the Magi.  In the presence of the Messiah, their questions were resolved.  
God’s gift to them was their life’s meaning and purpose, to devote their gifts 
to God’s King.
 Th e Magi, we are told, went back home by another way.  Drawn to 
Christ, they searched and found him, and they were never the same.
 Each Christmas, each day, we are invited to encounter Christ, and 
to receive God’s gifts.  With our life’s meaning and purpose assured, we are to 
devote our gifts to Christ.    

Prayer: God of Outsiders, thank You for your invitation to all of us, to come to 
experience Your love. May each encounter with You reveal Your generous gifts, as 
I devote my every gift to You. Amen.

Activity Focus:  Take a moment to refl ect on ways that you can devote your time 
and talents to Christ in the coming year. 

written by Kelly Hostetler

Matthew 2:12

And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 
country by another way.



DeCember 25, 2014

 All of us love stories of the little guy who wins – the underdog who 
knocks off  the ranked opponent, “the little engine that could,”  David and 
Goliath.  When you think about it, today’s confi dent and assuring text from 
Micah is a David and Goliath story, with David being the tiny Christ-child 
and Goliath our sinful and broken world.  Th e last place people would ever 
look for a savior is some two-bit hamlet.  But then God’s word “doubles 
down” by announcing that not only is the Messiah to be found in Bethlehem, 
but is actually a newborn infant . . . a baby!  How on earth can a baby ever 
take down sin?  How on earth can an infant ever bridge the gap between God 
and humanity?  How on earth?

 Th e answer is that “on earth”—that is, in terms of human logic – this 
soothing prophecy makes absolutely no sense. But Jesus is not to be viewed 
through “on earth” lenses, for he is not “of earth,” but “of God.” He is God, 
one and the same with the Creator of heaven and earth, and the Giver of life 
and new life, and the One through whom all things are possible.

 On this day, the earth shook, for this is one powerful baby!  Glory to 
God in the highest!

 Merry Christmas!

Prayer: All glory to You, great God, for the gift of Your Son, whom You sent to save 
us.  With singing angels, let us praise Your name and tell the earth his story, that 
all may believe, rejoice, and bow down, acknowledging Your love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer Focus: All the family and friends with whom you have spent this Christmas 
season. 

written by Don Frampton

Micah 5:2

But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out 
of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of 
old, from ancient times.
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make SCaPC your new year’S reSolution!

Here are some ideas of how you can get more involved in the life of SCAPC this year:

• Join a small group! Check out the bulletin or our website (http://www.scapc.
org/ministries/adult-ministries/) for current listings. We have prayer groups, 
Bible and book study groups, social groups, groups for MOMs, something for 
everyone!

• Volunteer with RHINO!  Host a RHINO group for dinner, help alongside 
RHINOs at the worksite, bring them breakfast on an early Saturday morning, 
there are many ways you can get involved! Contact Emma Pegues, emma@
scapc.org, to learn more about ways to help. 

• Make a difference through one of our many community ministries! Serve 
breakfast to the homeless on Saturday mornings at Cresent City Café, help 
tutor children through STAIR, support the women at Eden House, there are 
many ways you can help make a difference! Check out our SCAPC supported 
community ministries online at: http://www.scapc.org/missions/community-
ministries/.

• Help out with our worship services!  We can always use more liturgists, 
children’s message presenters, and ushers! If your schedule is flexible, funeral 
ushers are needed on short notice, as well. Contact Emily Fleshman, emily@
scapc.org to get plugged into one of these spots!

• Come to Wednesday Night Out! Wednesday Night Out is a great way to have 
a wonderful dinner and fellowship with other SCAPC members! For a listing of 
WNO programming, menus and to sign up, visit: www.scapc.org/wno.

• Join a Sunday school class! We have classes on Sunday mornings for everyone! 
Children and youth classes, college study class, 20/30s book study, and many 
adult classes! Check out the complete listings online at: http://www.scapc.org/
worship/sunday-school/.

• Check out a book from the Phifer Library! Did you know that you can check 
out books from our library? Stop by and browse on Sunday mornings or Mon-
Fri from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.! For more information on available books, contact 
library@scapc.org.

• Attend a retreat or mission trip! Presbyterian Women have their annual 
retreat in January, the men have their retreat in March, and the Youth have a 
retreat in the Fall. SCAPC also has different mission trip opportunities available 
throughout the year. These are always a great opportunity to refresh your faith!

• Volunteer with Hard Hats! Are you pretty handy? Do you have various repair 
and construction skills? There are always small (and sometimes large) projects 
happening around the church that we could use help with! To volunteer, contact 
Wayne Willcox, wayne@scapc.org, or 897-0101 x115. 

• Invite a friend to worship with us! Faith can be most meaningful when shared 
with someone else. Invite a friend to come with you to a worship service, small 
group, or WNO!

Check out the bulletin announcements and our website (www.scapc.org) to 
find more ways to get involved!


