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Ferry Place is Finished!
Thousands of volunteers, countless hours and 
the support of SCAPC have given 14 families 
a place to call home.
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the Pastors’  Desk
Dear Friends:
Some of you will recall that in the summer of 2002 the Session gave me a 
six-week sabbatical. It was a wonderful time of study and refreshment. 

Th is summer, in accordance with the same church policy, I will be taking 
another sabbatical. I will combine the six weeks with my annual vacation 
and continuing education leave for a sabbatical that will keep me away 
until the last week of August. My studies will include Christology (the 
person and work of Christ) and apologetics (ways of communicating the 
faith with non-believers). Plans call for readings and reports as directed by 
faculty members of Austin Presbyterian Th eological Seminary. Some of 
the summer I plan to be in residence on Austin’s campus. In addition, I 
will worship in an assortment of churches to experience diff erent forms of 
worship. Finally, I plan to use the time organizing, collating and cataloging 
nearly 30 years of personal study and homiletical notes.

While away, the church will be in the very capable hands of Kelly 
Hostetler, who will preach for the majority of the summer Sundays. Guest 
preachers will fi ll in as well. My last Sunday was May 30, and my fi rst 
Sunday back will be August 29 (I will be back in the offi  ce August 23).  

Th ank you for the privilege of serving as your Senior Pastor these past 16 
years. And thank you for this time of renewal.  

Faithfully,

Don
SCAPC Oil Spill Relief Fund

Th e SCAPC Mission Committee has created the SCAPC Oil Spill Relief Fund, sponsored by a congregational off ering 
collected throughout June. Th is fund will provide monetary aid to those individuals and families directly aff ected by the oil 
spill – specifi cally those in the highly impacted Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes.  

If you would like to contribute, please make checks payable to SCAPC, with “Oil Spill Relief Fund” in the memo. You 
may place your off ering in the collection plate on Sunday during worship or drop it by the church offi  ce during the week.

How Can We Help with the Recovery?
Volunteers are being mobilized and trained in response to the Gulf oil spill in each of the four aff ected states: 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida. Th e following information should be helpful for those who would like to 
contribute time, expertise or eff orts:  

If you are interested in receiving updates on the recovery eff orts, please register at www.volunteerlouisiana.gov or 
call 2-1-1 for information. Volunteers must register before participating in any oil spill response and be trained to rescue 
and care for the injured wildlife. Unauthorized individuals can, even with the best of intentions, harm irreparably the 
aff ected animals, some species of which are not accustomed to any kind of human interaction.

HOTLINES
• Environmental Hotline and Community Information: 866.448.5816 
• Wildlife Distress Hotline: 866.557.1401 
• Vessels of Opportunity - register boats to assist with response: 281.366-5511



New Members Enrich our 
Community of Faith
Have you had the pleasure of 
getting to know any of our new 
members? Take a look at who 
they are. Since June 2009: 49 
New Members (31 Female, 18 
Male, plus 12 children, several 
who have been baptized here!)

Under 20
21-39
40-59
60+

How they joined: 
• Reaffi  rmation of Faith: 18
• Profession of Faith: 3
• Confi rmation: 9
• Affi  liate: 1
• Transfer of Membership: 18

Vocations:
• Realtor, Social Worker, 

Attorney, Teacher, 
Salesperson, Student, 
Accountant, Engineer, 
Epidemiologist, 
Homemaker, Meteorologist, 
Captain in the Coast Guard

Now that you know a little more 
about them, join us at the New 
Member Reception after the 
service on June 13 – a great 
opportunity to greet the newest 
members of our family!  
-Pierce Young, Membership Chair

Congrats to our Grads
Th e SCAPC family extends a 
warm congratulations and best 
wishes to this year’s graduates!
High School: 
Tupper Allen
Ellen Legier Alpaugh
Leighton Freret Bell
Charles Harrison Crabtree
Robert Dusan
Celeste Freret Favrot
Th eodore Gugert Kennedy, Jr. 
Georgianna Lyle May
Anna Lillian Miller
James Joseph Cullen Mott
Alexander Stephen Root
Allison Adreington Slatten
Smith Christopher Stickney
Mary-Margaret Louise Wilbert

College/Grad School:
Zarhouie Abdalian
Lindsey Becker
Ryan Berger 
Kaitlin Crabtree 
Matthew Hostetler 
Matthew Monsted  
Sarah Pottharst            
Douglas Prechter 

Summer Sundays at 
St. Charles Avenue 
Presbyterian Church
SCAPC is thrilled to welcome 
several guest preachers to the 
pulpit this summer! While Kelly 
Hostetler will preach the majority 
of Sundays, several gifted ordained 
or lay preachers have agreed to 
step into the SCAPC pulpit on 
the following Summer Sunday 
mornings. Th ey are:

June 20: Th e Rev. Robert 
Malsbary, Interim Pastor, Metairie 
Ridge Presbyterian Church, Metairie

July 4: John A. Dunlap, 
J.D. Carver, Darden, 
Koretzky, Tessier, Finn, 
Blossman & Areaux, 
LLC, New Orleans

July 11: Cuban General Presbyter 
Francisco Marrero, Visiting the 
Presbytery of South Louisiana July 4 
– 11, from Cuba

August 8: Dr. Beth 
W. Poe, Professor of 
French Studies, Tulane 
University, New Orleans

August 15, 22: 
Larry M. Hamric, 
J.D., Collaborative 
Professionals Group of 
Southeast Louisiana, 
LLC, New Orleans

Summer Sundays 
Th eme: Anticipate miracles this 
summer...Summer Sundays at 
SCAPC! Beginning June 6, 
Summer Sundays at SCAPC will 
be centered around the theme 
of “Th e Miracles of Jesus” – 
and what these amazing acts of 
wonder can off er to us in the 
21st century. Kelly Hostetler will 
preach on a selection of these 
miracle stories during worship. 

Students 4th grade and younger 
will learn these miraculous 
stories through engaging 
storytelling and creative crafts 
when they are excused from 
the service. Volunteers will 
also run the nursery for our 
youngest members during the 
summer. Please sign up to help 
in Fellowship Hall. Anticipate 
miracles this summer!
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Book Review    
summer essentials

What are you reading?
E-mail your book review to 
kim@scapc.org.

from Askala Harris
What’s so Amazing about 
Grace? by Philip Yancey
Yancey uses personal 
testimony, anecdotes, and 
Christian history to explore 
the meaning of grace. Yancey 
weaves in current issues 
along with scripture and 
reminds us that, “There is 
nothing we can do to make 
God love us more. There is 
nothing we can do to make 
God love us less.”

From Rich Vinroot Jr
A Voyage for Madmen by 
Peter Nichols. A chronicle 
of a 1968 sailboat race in 
which nine sailors each 
attempted to circumnavigate 
the globe nonstop. The 
race promised a great deal 
of money and glory to the 
victor but resulted in only 
one sailor crossing the finish 
line after 10 months on the 
ocean. 

From Ann Maier
Babylon Rolling by local 
author Amanda Boyden 
is the story of the diverse 
families who live in Uptown 
New Orleans. While raising 
important issues in our 
community (race, education, 
crime), this story encourages 
us to cast a gentler eye on 
those around us.  

From Angela Thompson Paul
Zeitoun by Dave Eggers is 
a non-fiction book about 
a Syrian-born, Muslim 
contractor living in New 
Orleans named Abdulrahman 
Zeitoun. The book recounts 
the story of what he and his 
family went through when he 
chose to remain in Uptown 
during Hurricane Katrina and 
the weeks that followed. It is a 
story worth reading.  

From Don Frampton
The World That Made New 
Orleans, From Spanish Silver 
to Congo Square, by Ned 
Sublette, is an account of the 
radically different cultures 
that converged to create New 
Orleans. Learn how Louisiana 
law became based on the 
“Napoleonic Code,” discover 
how the Haitian slave revolt 
significantly altered the city’s 
demographics, and experience 
the emotional frenzy of 
Congo Square on a Sunday 
afternoon in the early 1800s. 

From Katie Anderson
The Glass Castle: 
Jeannette Walls tells her 
unbelievable life story in this 
memoir. Growing up with 
nomadic, eccentric parents, 
she tells of her family’s 
journey from one desert 
town to the next. Savoring 
the “free life,” Jeanette’s 
parents eventually move 
to New York to live on the 
streets. It presents an insight 
into the lives of homeless 
people and the family 
members who love them. 

From Steven Blackmon
The Colour of Magic by Terry 
Pratchett is the first novel 
in the Discworld series - a 
series in which the world is 
flat and stands on the back 
of four giant elephants, 
who are perched upon the 
carapace of the huge space 
turtle Great A’Tuin. You’ll 
meet an astonishing array 
of characters who all have 
something insightful to say 
about the human condition. 

From Kelly Hostetler
Strong Poison by Dorothy L. 
Sayers. If you enjoy a good 
murder mystery and haven’t 
yet happened onto British 
author (and theologian) 
Dorothy L. Sayers, you 
are in for a treat. Witty 
dialogue, an intelligently-
plotted mystery, with a 
romantic backdrop… I only 
wish I could read Sayers 
again for the first time!

 -Kelly Hostetler, Associate Pastor
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PC(USA) RECOGNIZES RHINO

RHINO Transforms 
a Neighborhood
It was a befi tting conclusion celebrating 
the power of community and collabora-
tion. Th e dedication of Ferry Place on 
May 8 marked the completion of the 
project RHINO started in August 2007 
with Habitat for Humanity and the 
eff orts of hundreds of volunteers from 
around the country. 

Ferry Place, a one-block street in the 
Pension Town neighborhood where Oak 
Street meets River Road, was once a 
bustling, middle-class community. Over 
the years, the neighborhood became 
overlooked. When RHINO began 
work on the block, most of the lots 
were prime examples of urban blight, 
overgrown with weeds and overfl owing 
with trash. Th e two remaining houses 
were unlivable, and one burned to the 
ground before it could be torn down. 

Fast forward two-and-a-half years to a 
crowd gathered on Ferry Place to dedi-
cate the last three of the 14 homes built. 
Among those attending were neighbor-
hood residents, SCAPC members, core 
volunteers, Habitat staff ers, teachers 
from a nearby elementary school and 
Councilwoman Susan Guidry. We cel-
ebrated the new homeowners and their 
accomplishment. We remembered and 
thanked all of the volunteers who la-
bored tirelessly to help build the houses. 
And we praised God for his faithfulness.

IIt was a befi tting conclusion celebrating IIt was a befi tting conclusion celebrating 
the power of community and collabora-Ithe power of community and collabora-
tion. Th e dedication of Ferry Place on Ition. Th e dedication of Ferry Place on 
May 8 marked the completion of the IMay 8 marked the completion of the 

R
Rebuilding Hope in New Orleans (RHINO), a ministry of St. Charles Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, will receive the Community Transformation Award at the 219th 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) on July 5. Aaron H. Steele, 
commissioner of the General Assembly, says this national award is an honor bestowed 
on congregations that help the marginalized people in their communities.

“Th is award is presented to a congregation that has, either through ecumenical or 
interfaith community ministry, or through a special project of the congregation, 
been faithful, creative and eff ective to and with the community,” Steele says. “It 
is presented to a congregation that is doing remarkable work with folks who fi nd 
themselves marginalized or forgotten.” 

Steele, an active member of Berean Presbyterian Church in the Central City, 
nominated RHINO for the Community Transformation Award. He noted that the 
fi rst RHINO volunteers began gutting damaged homes just weeks after Katrina, 
and they continue to rebuild hope 4 ½ years later. In that time, RHINO has gutted 
nearly 300 homes, worked with Habitat for Humanity in Musicians’ Village and 
built 14 Habitat homes on Ferry Place plus one on Palmetto Street. It also has a 
Habitat home under construction at Leonidas and Hickory streets.   

“
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PC(USA) RECOGNIZES RHINO

RHINO Transforms 
a Neighborhood

Homeowner Spotlight:
Minnie Alexander
Minnie manages a hotel in the French 
Quarter but couldn’t save up enough 
money for a down payment on a house. 
Her rent skyrocketed after Katrina, and 
she assumed the role of primary caregiv-
er for two of her granddaughters. When 
she saw an ad for Habitat, she couldn’t 
believe it. Wanting to know if the ad 
was true, Minnie called and immedi-
ately became enrolled in the Habitat 
homeownership program. She com-
pleted her 350 hours of “sweat equity” 
on Ferry Place and is now a proud new 
homeowner. Minnie inspired everyone 
she worked with, including her eldest 
daughter who will soon complete the 
program and have her own home.

Volunteer Spotlight
One of the college students from Wyo-
ming was so moved by her week with 
RHINO on Ferry Place that when she 
graduated from college and was hired 
by an actuary fi rm, she decided to live 
with a family from her church. With 
the money saved on rent, she created a 
scholarship that will pay for a college 
student to come with a group next year. 
Th ese women are but two examples 
of how God has used RHINO as an 
opportunity to change lives and trans-
formed a neighborhood in the process. 
-Kate Snider, RHINO Coordinator

Approximately 4,500 volunteers from across the country have worked with 
RHINO, many of them making multiple trips. Not only have they worked with 
homeowners, they also have re-fl oored a public school library, cleared a property to 
be used for a new community center on Leonidas, assisted Uptown residents after a 
tornado wreaked havoc and helped young school children with reading and math. 
 
Th e volunteers report they have been overwhelmed by the Christian hospitality 
extended by our congregation. Church members invite volunteers into their 
homes for dinner each week.  Members and friends of SCAPC lead tours of the 
city to show the city’s progress and warmly welcome the volunteers in church, in 
Fellowship Hall, on the Land Building porch, and at the work sites. 

As Steele says, “Th e Community Transformation Award is presented to ministries 
that remind us of God’s call to love kindness and to do justice.”

RHINO Coordinator Kate Snider and RHINO Task Force Chairman Dave White 
will accept the award in Minneapolis on behalf of SCAPC.  
-Dave White, RHINO Task Force Chairman

 We celebrated the new homeowners and 
their accomplishment. We remembered and 
thanked all of the volunteers who labored 
tirelessly to help build the houses. 
And we praised God for his faithfulness.

“ We celebrated the new homeowners and “ We celebrated the new homeowners and 

”And we praised God for his faithfulness.”And we praised God for his faithfulness.
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On June 21, 1995, Donald Ray Jeff erson joined 
the staff  at SCAPC as one of our sextons.  Donald 
was referred to us by church member Gray 
Morrison II, who had found Donald to be an 

exemplary employee at 
his cleaning and laundry 
business. Th e son of 
Percy and Luciebelle 
Jeff erson, Donald and 
his wife, Deborah, are 
blessed to have a large 
and supportive family, 
including seven children 
and step-children, 30 
grand-children and one 
great-grandchild.

Fifteen years later, Donald is still helping church 
members, staff , volunteers, teachers and even 
nursery school children with a variety of important 
tasks. From opening up the premises each morning 
at seven, to setting up for major functions, to 
cleaning up after a late night meeting, Donald 
is there to help us when we need him. When 
Donald is on it, we know that the problem will be 
solved. Perhaps the best way to express our aff ection 
for Donald is to repeat one of his favorite phrases in 
appreciation for all that he does: ‘All right, man!”

Congratulations on 15 great years of service!

-Wayne Willcox, Director of Administration

Donald Jeff erson Celebrates 
15 Years on SCAPC Staff 

?

?
Perhaps the best way to express our aff ection for Donald is to repeat one of his favorite 
phrases in appreciation for all that he does: “All right, man!”

Donald with his wife, Deborah, and some of his grandchildren.

Donald with SCAPC members Julie Graybill and Michael O’Keefe.
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Answers: 1. Matt Hinson 2. Pierce Young 3. Beth Poe 4. Anderson and Michelle Baker 5. Bruce and Linda Worley
6. Janet Bean
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Donald with SCAPC members Julie Graybill and Michael O’Keefe.
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Last summer, 
before we began our confirmation experience, we sort 

of knew what to expect because we watched our older 
sisters make their confirmations three years 
ago. They looked like they had fun doing it, 
and we hoped our experience would be the 
same.

One of our favorite experiences was 
the team-building low-ropes course at our 
confirmation retreat in southern Louisiana. 
This is where our confirmation group really 
got to know each other. We depended on 
each other for support to complete the ropes 
course. We were surprised by how much fun 
we had on the retreat as a whole.

I had expected confirmation to be full 
of Bible verses and religious prayers. I was 
surprised at how fun and relaxed the classes 
were, even though we were still learning 
about ourselves and God. We were able to 
know each other a lot better through the 
group discussions about our lives, God and 
SCAPC.

During confirmation classes we learned 
more about God and what it means to be 
a Christian. We spent time talking about 
what it means to be a good friend and a 
good member of our church. Expressing our 
feelings about the topic made us feel better. 

We described our personal feelings about 
God and religion in our Faith Journeys 

which we presented to the Session. 
 We thought it might feel awkward and a little 

scary talking about personal feelings 
to people we didn’t know but it 
really was fine. It felt good to let 
members of our church know about 
our connections with God and how 
He influenced us. 

One of the most lasting 
memories was after the church 
service on Confirmation Sunday. 
The congregation came up and 
congratulated us. It felt really good 
to know that people understood 
how important this was to us. 

As a result of the confirmation 
experience we have met new 
friends and definitely feel closer 
to our church. We are so thankful 
that SCAPC offers confirmation 
because it helped us to become 
more comfortable with the church. 
We appreciate everything that our 
confirmation leaders have done 
for us this year. Thanks Michele, 
Reverend Frampton and Kelly!

- Caroline Johnson & 
Annalee Gardner

In Their Words

Caroline Johnson

Annalee Gardner

Caroline Johnson and Annalee Gardner recently finished the eighth 
grade and completed confirmation classes this spring.  Together, they 
share their story of participating in confirmation at SCAPC.



In Their Words

Galactic Blast!

D

Vacation Bible School participants Boyd Pugh and Aidan Couvillon 

Vacation Bible School 2010

During the fi rst week of June, our church was fi lled with 
children for Vacation Bible School. Our theme this year 
was Galactic Blast – A Cosmic Adventure Praising God. 
With the help of many volunteers, we transformed the 
church into the Galactic Praise Starship. Th roughout the 
week, our cadets were transported to diff erent stations and 
learned that our God is wonderful, incredible, amazing, 
magnifi cent and awesome through stories from the Old and 
New Testament. 

Th is is the second year that we’ve held VBS at the 
beginning of the summer, and our enrollment was up 
almost 20 percent from last year. We created an extra class 
to accommodate the 85 students and 23 youth volunteers 
who attended. About 30 adult volunteers helped each 
day to shepherd the students around the church and lead 
the workshops of recreation, Bible stories, arts and crafts, 
music, treats and new this year -- science.

Th e cadets arrived Monday morning to discover a large 
rocket constructed by the youth volunteers, but the most 
popular event of the week was still the “Moon” Rock Wall.  
      Th e new science rotation this year was a huge hit where 
the kids experimented with light, gravity and refl ections. Our 
art classes were fi lled with stars, planets and galaxy photo 
holders and all of the kids enjoyed the tasty treats of Comet 
Coolers and Supernova Sundaes during the week. Ms. Peggy 
Crain and Mr. Daniel DeShazo led our Moon & Tunes. 

Our mission this week was New 
Faith Covenant Church which is 
located near Ferry Place and provides 
school supplies for deserving children 
at the end of the July. We gathered 
a great amount of notebooks, pens, 
pencils, binders and other school 
supplies during the week.

We ended our week with a 
closing ceremony where the cadets 
showed their parents and friends 
what they’d learned, sang songs and 
displayed their art work. 

To put such a successful camp 
together takes countless volunteer 
hours, and we couldn’t have done 
it without the leadership of Patsy 
Holwadel and assistance by Leslie 
Paull. Many parents helped with our 
work days, which left us plenty of 
time to work on the details of each 
workshop. 

-Michele Murphy, Director of 
Christian Education
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� ank you to all the 
shepherds, rotation leaders 
and youth who gave so many 
hours to show our children the 
amazing stories in the Bible.
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